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Abstract

Background: The aim of this study was to describe the body image in infertile
women.

Subjects and Method: 50 infertile women were administered the Multidimensional
Body Self Relations Questionnaire and the Drawing Test of the Body Image. Con-
trols were enrolled from among women who had at least one child. They were
matched for age, education and residence.

Results: The infertile women displayed higher lliness Orientation in the MBSRQ
than controls. They were also less satisfied with their breasts and more satisfied
with their hair than the reference population. Results of Drawing Test of the Body
Image revealed that infertile women have difficulties in these areas of their body,
which were linked to psychological and sexual identity.

Conclusion: Higher satisfaction with hair and lower satisfaction with breasts in
infertile women can be explained by disruptions of cohesive body self and by the
activation of some compensatory mechanisms. High lliness Orientation could be
connected to difficulties in the integration of body self.
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